
July 14 / Administration of Barack Obama, 2009

1110

upgrade their skills without having to quit
their job. 

So let me say this more: The road to recov-
ery, the road to prosperity, is going to be hard.
It was never going to be easy. When I was
sworn in, we were seeing 700 [thousand]* jobs
lost that month. Then we had the same
amount lost for 2 more consecutive months.
Now we’ve got an average of about 400,000
jobs lost, but we’re still losing too many jobs.
We will get to the point where we’re not losing
jobs, but then we’ve got to start getting to the
point where we’re actually creating jobs.

And it’s going to take time. There are going
to be false starts, and there are going to be set-
backs. But I am confident that we can meet
the challenges we face, because that’s what
we’ve always done. That’s what America does.
We hit some challenges, we fuss and argue
about it, and then we go ahead and go about
the business of solving our problems. That’s
what we see on display right here at Macomb
Community College. That’s what I’ve seen at
colleges and universities all across this coun-
try. At every juncture in our history when
we’ve been challenged, we have summoned

the resilience and the industriousness, that
can-do American spirit that has allowed us to
succeed in the face of even the toughest odds. 

That’s what we can and must do now, not
just to overcome this crisis, but to leave some-
thing better behind, to lay a foundation on
which our children and our grandchildren can
prosper and take responsibility for their fu-
ture, just as the students at this school, at this
difficult moment, are taking responsibility for
theirs. I am absolutely confident that if I’ve got
your help that we can make it happen, and we
are going to see a stronger, more prosperous
Michigan in the years to come.

Thank you very much, Warren. God bless
you. God bless the United States of America.
Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:37 p.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Joseph Iezzi, mainte-
nance mechanic, Henry Ford West Bloom-
field Hospital, who introduced the President;
Rep. Andy Dillon, speaker of the house, Mich-
igan State House of Representatives; and
Mayor David Bing of Detroit, MI.

Statement on House of Representatives Action on Health Care Reform
Legislation
July 14, 2009

For decades, Washington failed to act as
health care costs continued to rise, crushing
businesses and families and placing an unsus-
tainable burden on governments. But today
key Committees in the House of Representa-
tives have engaged in unprecedented coopera-
tion to produce a health care reform proposal
that will lower costs, provide better care for
patients, and ensure fair treatment of consum-
ers by the insurance industry.

This proposal controls the skyrocketing cost
of health care by rooting out waste and fraud
and promoting quality and accountability. Its

savings of more than $500 billion over 10 years
will strengthen Medicare and contribute to
our goal of reforming health care in a fiscally
responsible way. It will change the incentives
in our health care system so that Americans
can receive the best care, not the most expen-
sive care, and it will offer families and busi-
nesses more choices and more affordable
health care.

This proposal will also prevent insurance
companies from denying people coverage be-
cause of a preexisting medical condition. It will
ensure that workers can still have health
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insurance if they lose their job, change their
job, or start a new business. And it includes a
health insurance exchange that will allow fami-
lies and small businesses to compare prices and
quality so they can choose the health care plan
that best suits their needs. Among the choices
that would be available in the exchange would
be a public health insurance option that would
make health care affordable by increasing com-
petition, providing more choices, and keeping
the insurance companies honest.

The House proposal will begin the process of
fixing what’s broken about our health care sys-

tem, reducing costs for all, building on what
works, and covering an estimated 97 percent of
all Americans. And by emphasizing prevention
and wellness, it will also help improve the quali-
ty of health care for every American.

I thank Chairmen Rangel, Waxman, and
Miller for their hard work on this bill that fun-
damentally reforms the health care system. As
this process moves forward, I look forward to
continuing to work with all House Members in
ensuring this legislation helps all Americans and
plays an essential role in reducing deficits and
bringing fiscal sustainability to our Nation.

Statement on the Reelection of President Susilo Bambang Yudhoyono of
Indonesia
July 14, 2009

The people of Indonesia held a free and fair
election on July 8, and President Yudhoyono
has impressively won reelection. I wish to offer
my personal congratulations to President Yud-
hoyono and make clear America’s desire to
work with him and the Indonesian people in the
years to come to build an even stronger rela-
tionship between our two countries.

The high voter turnout, spirited campaigns
by all contending parties, and high level of in-
terest among Indonesia’s media, civic organiza-
tions, and voting public are all evidence of the
strength and dynamism of Indonesia’s young
democracy. Indonesia has been playing a great-
er role internationally in recent years, and we
welcome this role. Indonesia has made impor-

tant contributions in Asia and the world in such
areas as peacekeeping, environmental preserva-
tion and protection, the development of multi-
lateral organizations in the Asia Pacific region,
and the promotion of democracy and civil soci-
ety, to name a few.

The relationship between the United States
and Indonesia is based on common interests
and common values, including, tolerance, re-
spect for human rights and diversity, and pro-
motion of economic development. President
Yudhoyono and I are committed to working to-
gether to develop a comprehensive partnership
that builds upon these shared values, interests,
and our common aspirations.

Letter to Congressional Leaders on Review of Title III of the Cuban Liberty
and Democratic Solidarity (LIBERTAD) Act of 1996
July 14, 2009

Dear ________:

Consistent with section 306(c)(2) of the Cu-
ban Liberty and Democratic Solidarity (LIB-
ERTAD) Act of 1996 (Public Law 104–114)
(the “Act”), I hereby determine and report to
the Congress that suspension, for 6 months be-
yond August 1, 2009, of the right to bring an ac-
tion under title III of the Act is necessary to the

national interests of the United States and will
expedite a transition to democracy in Cuba.

Sincerely,

BARACK OBAMA

NOTE: Identical letters were sent to Daniel K.
Inouye, chairman, and W. Thad Cochran, vice
chairman, Senate Committee on Appropriations;
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